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FOREWORD

Inthe late 1980s, a the request of both Micheaux family members and academic
researchers, my late mother, Juanita Neuforth, and | began to hunt for geneglogica data about
Oscar Micheaux. Thissearch for hisfamily and ancestry ispart of an ongoing effort to which many
others have contributed. As more resources on Afro- American families become avallable, we
hope to find more information. In turn, this may help answer many questions about Oscar
Micheaux himsdf and hiswork.

All four of Oscar Micheaux's grandparents were daves in western Kentucky. At the
present time, the identity of the families they served has not been confirmed, athough there were
white daveholdersin the area carrying those same surnames and others that might provide further
connections.

FIRST GENERATION: THE MICHAUX GRANDPARENTS

Oscar's paternd grandparents, David and Melvina Michaux," sarved indavery in
Cdloway County, Kentucky. Oscar Micheaux's autobiographica novel, The Conquedt, provided
the following information about the family name and his grandfather:

" ... Itisapeauliar name that ends with an 'eaux,’ however, and is consdered an odd
name for a colored man to have, unless heisfrom Louisanawhere the French crossed
with the Indians and daves, causng many Louisana negroes to have the French names
and many speek the French language dso. My father, however, came from Kentucky and
inherited the name from his father who was s0ld off into Texas during the davery period
and is said to be living there today "

MelvinaMichaux, Oscar'spaternal grandmother, wasborn April 10, 1832° in Alebama'.
After the Civil War, she moved her family from Cdloway County, Kentucky, north acrossthe
Ohio River to Massac County, |llinois, wheremany other former daveshad settled. Thereshewas
married March 8, 1868° to Nelson Matlock, another ex-dave, born about 1822 in Kentucky®.

" Andrew Jackson Michaux," The Greet Bend Tribune, Friday, January 16, 1942. (N.B.: This
obituary is the only source this author has found which gives the name David Michaux.)

?Oscar Micheaux, The Conquest: The Stary of aNegro Bioneer (Lincoln and London: University
of Nebraska Press, 1994), p. 10. (N.B.: Despite Oscar's satement that the Michaux/Micheaux
name came from his grandfather, reseerchers should take care not to forget the possibility thet this
surname might have been passed down from Oscar's grandmoather, Mdvina It wasnot unusud for
surnames to come down matrilinedly in dave families)

*Tombstone of MevinaMichaux, Lot A-5-2, Eden Valey Cemetery, Safford County, Kansas.
#1870 U.S. Census, Massac County, llinois, population schedule, Twp. 15 South, Range 5 East
of the 3rd P.M., page 272, dwdlling 210, family 210 (Nelson Metlock household); NARA
micropublication M593, roll 255, and 1880 U.S. Census, Barton County, Kansas, population
schedule, City of Great Bend, page 18, family 169 (W.P. Michaux household); NARA
micropublication T9, roll 373.

*Massac County, Illinois, Marriage Records, License No. 2178 (N.B.: The"lllinois Statewide
Marriage Index 1763-1900" maintained by the Illinois State Archives indexes the bride as
MéviniaMeker.)

°1870 U.S. Census, Massac County, lllinais, loc. cit.
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The 1870 U.S. Census’ there shows Matlock (or Metlock) (aged 48, Black, occupation farming)
as head of ahousehold incdluding Mévina (41, Mulaito) and her unmarried Michaux children:
Cavin S. (22, Muléto, farming), William P. (21, Mulato, farming), Edward (13, Mulaito) and
Andrew (10, Mulatto). Also listed was afemae named G. Allen Gray (17, Mulatto, house

keeping).
Apparently widowed and having resumed the Michaux name, Mdvina and three of her
children became part of the "Exoduster” movement into Kansas during the late 1870s. At that

time, anumber of such familiestook up homesteads or bought property in southern Barton County
and northern Stafford County, among them two of Melvinals sons and her son-in-lan’.

In January of 1880, Melvinas son, William P. Michaux, purchased’ alot in the City of
Great Bend from Elizabeth Vancil and her husband. This property islocated a what is now the
southeast corner of Seventeenth (formerly Elizabeth) and Morton Streets. Later that year, the
U.S. Census'™ there shows Melvina (aged 53) in the household of her son, W.P. (30, occupation
laborer). Othersin the household included Hulda Michaux (6, identified asW.P.'s niece) and five
white boarders: R.H. Spencer (femele, 60, music teacher), Alice Newcombe (femde, 14), Emma
Van Pdt (femde, 17, sarvant), Luella Cheffee (femde, 15) and R.X. Charles (mde, 25, printer).
Mrs. R.H. Spencer (born EImina P. Keder) was one of New Y ork State's Civil War heroines,
having sa'ved as Hospitd Matron of the 147th New Y ork through Gettysburg and many other
ggnificant battles

Apparently, Melvinanot only took in boarders, but dso worked as asesamdiress. A city
directory of Greet Bend, published in 1886, shows"MavinaMisher" practicing thet trade from the
residence on the corner of Morton and Elizabeth Streets™. In June 1900, she.and her son, William
P. Michawix, were enumerated in the census of Seward Township, Safford County, Kansas™
Upon hisdegth later thet year, Me vinainherited the house and lot in Great Bend, aswell as other
property. Described as"only heir of Wm. P. Michauix, deceased,” she deeded that house and lot
to her grandchildren, Frank and Olive (Michaux) Robinson, in 1909°,

Méevinaremaned in Great Bend until shortly before her deeth, when dedlining hedth
forced her to move in with her daughter, Harriette (Michaux) Robinson, on afarm in Safford
County. It wasthere that Melvinadied March 5, 1916". Her will* directed that her property be
divided between her children, Cavin Swan Michaux, Harriette Robinson, Andrew Michaux,
Edward Michaux and grandson, Frank Robinson. Codicils written in 1908 and 1913 revoked
legaciesto Cavin Swan Michaux and Frank Robinson, snce she had conveyed the property
concerned to them by deed. It should a so be noted that her son Edward predeceased her and that

‘Ibid.

*Standard Atlas of Safford County, Kansas (Chicago: Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1904), pp. 11, 13.
*Barton County, Kansas, Deeds, Book F, p. 242 (Lot 12, Block 64, Origina Town).

1°1880 U.S. Census, Barton County, Kansas, loc. cit.

“The Great Bend City Directory and Business Gazetteer (Great Bend: Will E. Stoke, Job Print.,
1886), p. 43.

21900 U.S. Census, Stafford County, Kansas, populaion schedule, Seward Twp., page 328,
dwaling 72, family 72 (Wm. P. Mish__[illegible] housshold); NARA micropublication T623,
roll 501.

“Barton County, Kansas, Deeds, Book 46, p. 599.

“Tombstone of MdvinaMichaux, Lot A-5-2, Eden Vdley Cemetery, Stafford County, Kansas.
“*Barton County, Kansas, Probate Records, Case No. 1789.
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accounts show Mevinds estate recelving moniesfrom his estate. Thefollowing obituary appeared
in a Great Bend newspaper the day after her deeth:

"Thedegth of Mrs. MdvinaMischeaux, mother of A.J. Mischeaux of thiscity,
and C.S. Mischeaux and Mrs. Harriet Robinson, of the south Side, occurred yesterday at
the home of her daughter, Mrs. Robinson, from cancer. She suffered from the disease for
two years and the lagt two months had been in very poor hedlth.

"Mrs. Mischeaux, was one of the most respected colored women of the
vicinity and was awoman admired and respected by those who knew her. Nearly ninety
yearsof age, shewasan activewomean, rdigiousand apower for good among her people.
Shecameto thiscounty about thirty yearsago from lllinoisand the family settled onafarm
on the south Sde. Of the family only three children are left. For many years Mrs.
Mischeaux lived in this city and not long ago moved to the farm on the south Sde to be
with her daughter.

"The funerd sarvices will be hed tomorrow morning a 11 odock from the
Mt. Pleasant church, south of the river and will beconducted by Rev. Biggers of Pueblo,
interment being mede in Eden Valey cemetery.°
The known children of David and MdvinaMichaux have been identified as

+1 I CALVIN SWAN MICHAUX (1847-1932)
+2 . WILLIAM P. MICHAUX (1849-1900)
+3 i HARRIETTE MICHAUX (1854-1921)

+4 V. EDWARD MICHAUX (1857-1910)
5w ANDREW JACKSON MICHAUX (1859-1942)

FIRST GENERATION: THE GOUGH GRANDPARENTS

Thematerna grandparents of Oscar Micheaux were John and L ouisa (Smith) Gough
(sometimes Goff), ex-daves who migrated to Massac County, lllinois, from Graves County,
Kentucky. They were formally married in Massec County, Iilinois, on 10 April 1866 and
subsequently appear therein the 1870 U.S. Census'® in the household of George Smith (aged 28,
Mulatto, occupation farming, born in Kentucky), hiswife Almire (27, Mulato, kegping house,
born in Tennessee) and daughter Ellen (9, Mulaito, bornin Kentucky). John " Goff" waslisted next
(aged 42, Black, farming, born in Kentucky), then Louise (36, Black, kesping house, bornin
Kentucky) and Bdl (16, Black, born in Kentucky).

Vary little is known about John Gough. He was born in Kentucky in 1816 and died in

®"Mrs. M. Mischeaux," The Great Bend Daily Tribune, Monday, March 6, 1916.

YMassac County, Illinois, Marriage Records, Book A, p. 524.

#1870 U.S. Census, Massac County, Illinois, population schedule, Twp. 15 South, Range 5 East
of the 3rd P.M., page 271, dwdling 204, family 204 (George Smith household); NARA
microptblication M593, roll 255.

“Gough-Micheaux Tombstone, Great Bend (formerly Woodlawn) Cemetery, Great Bend,
Barton County, Kansas.


http://shorock.com/arts/micheaux/kin/aj.html
http://shorock.com/arts/micheaux/kin/harriet.html

Grest Bend, Barton County, Kansas, October 26, 1906.° Identical funeral notices were
published in two loca newspapers

"Thefunerd of John Goff, colored, who lived in the southwest part of town,
took place Sunday afternoon at 2:30 from the A.M.E. church. Mr. Goff was about 80
years of age, and death was caused by cancer of the somach. Interment washad in
Woodlavn cemetery. The funeral was largely attended.™™*

Louisa (Smith) Goughwas born in 18337, aso in Kentucky, and was probably the
grandmother to whom Oscar Micheaux was dosest, snce his paterna grandmoather had removed
to Kansas before Oscar's birth. Sheisthe grandmoather who, with Oscar's sster Olive, joined the
homesteadersin South Dakota. She received aland patent for 160 acres on “the southeast
quarter of saction thirteen in township one hundred one north of range seventy- seven west of the
fifth principa meridiar’ in Tripp County, South Dakota™ in 1911.

Louisamus not have stayed in South Dakota very long after "proving up” her homestead.
She moved back to Great Bend and died a her daughter's home there two years later, on
November 2, 1913. The very brief notice of her death sated:

"Mrs. Louise Gough died Sunday night at the home of her daughter, Mrs.
C.F. Michaux, of thiscity. Funerd serviceswill be hdd a the A.M.E. church Tuesday
afternoon at 2:30."*
Funeral home records” indicate that L ouisawas the daughter of Lois Harden and Bettie
Smith, both natives of Kentucky.

The Goughs share atombstone with their daughter Bell (Gough) Michaux and
granddaughter, Veetrice Michaux, marking acemetery lot origindly purchased by John Goughin
Great Bend (formerly Woodlawn) Cemetery. It isasubgantid stone andwas probably provided
by Oscar Micheaux.

The only confirmed child of John and Louisa (Smith) Gough was
1+  i.BELL GOUGH (1856-1918)
SECOND GENERATION: PARENTS, UNCLESAND AUNT.

1. Oscar Micheaux's parents were Calvin Swan and Bell (Gough) Michaux. Cavin
Swan Michaux (usudly referred to as C.S. or Swan) was born about 1847, probebly in

“lbid.

#Barton County Democrat, Friday, November 2, 1906, and The Great Bend Rustler, Monday,
October 29, 1906.

%Gough-Micheaux Tombstone, Great Bend (formerly Woodlawn) Cemetery, Great Bend,
Barton County, Kansas.

“Bureau of Land Management, Accession/Serid No. 207233, BLM Serid No. SDGGY
0004629, South Dakota, Gregory Land Office, issued June 17, 1911.

*The Great Bend Tribune, Monday, November 3, 1913.

*Records of Bryant-Christians Funerd Home, Great Bend, Kansas.

#1870 U.S. Census, Massac County, Illinais, population schedule, Twp. 15 South, Range 5 East
of the 3rd PM., page 272, dwdling 210, family 210 (Nelson Metlock household); NARA
micropublication M593, roll 255; and 1910 U.S. Census, Barton County, Kansas, population
schedule, City of Great Bend, Third Ward, page 13, dwelling 16, family 18 (Cavin S. Micheaux



5

Cdloway County, Kentucky. Hewould have been in hislate teenswhen the Civil War ended and
thefamily moved to lllinois On Jenuary 7, 1875”, he married Bell Gough a Metropolis, Massac
County, Illinois. Shewasborn June 11, 1856 in Graves County, Kentucky, to John Gough and
Louisa Smith.

According to Oscar's book, The Conguest, C.S. " ... was afarmer and owned eighty
acresof land and was, therefore, considered fairly "well-to-do," thet is, for acolored man.”® C.S.
and Bdll, after atime, moved from the farm and into the nearby town of Metropolis. As Oscar
explained, "Not so much to get off the farm, or to be near more colored people (as mogt of the
younger negro farmers diid) as to give the children better educationd fadilities'™ The family later
returned to the countryside, where they dl worked at truck gardening, milking cows and kegping
aflock of chickens

Oscar'sunde, William P. Michaux, died in Kansasin 1900, leaving condderable
property. Once again, Oscar's novel, The Conquest, reported the resulting change in his parents
circumgtances " ... father fel her to afa't of the estate of abrother which came asagrest rdief
to his ever incressing burden of debt.”" It was also a about thistime that Oscar himself [eft
Metropolisto earn his own way in the world. Prior to 1904, C.S. had gone ahead to Kansas,
where he gppears without hiswife and children in the 1905 state census of Stafford County. ™
Soon theregfter he wasjoined by Bell and their younger children.

Likemany farmersat that time, regardless of ethnic origins, the Michauxsalso purchased™
property in alarger, nearby town, in this case Great Bend. Thiswas to enable the children to
attend Great Bend schoolsduring thefal and winter. Located a 2523 Eighth Street, the Michauxs
would live there until 1915.

In 1915, the family suffered adouble tragedy. On Monday morning, May 3, thefamily s
two-gory, eght-room home was entirely destroyed by afire which sarted in the kitchen flue,

"An dam of fire was turned in aout nine a'dock this morning from the
resdence of Swan Mischeaux in the southwest part of town, two blocks north of the
round house.

"Thefire garted in the kitchen flue, and fanned by a strong wind from the
northwest the house was soon a mass of flames. The firemen responded to the cal
promptly but owing to the fact that the house was about Sx blocks from awater hydrant,

household, 2523 8th Street), NARA micropublication T624, roll 432.

*Massac County, Illinois, Marriage Records, Book 2, p. 48. (N.B.: The"lllinois Statewide
Marriage Index 1763-1900" maintained by the Illinois Sate Archives indexes the groom's name
asCavin S, Maschaur.)

*Gough-Micheaux Tombstone, Great Bend (formerly Woodlawn) Cemetery, Great Bend,
Barton County, Kansas, and"Mrs. C.S. Michaux," The Great Bend Tribune, Monday, December
23, 1918.

*Micheaux, op. cit., p. 10..

*Micheaux, op. cit., pp. 12-13.

*Micheaux, op. cit., p. 15.

*Decennid Census of Kansas 1905, Stafford County, population schedule, Seward Township,
dwdling 103, family 103 (C.S. Michaux household), Officia Records of the Board of Agriculture,
State of Kansas, Series 430-432, roll 4754,

*Barton County, Kansas, Deeds, Book 43, p. 152 (Lots 18, 19, 20, Block 36, Arkansas Valley
Town Company Addition, City of Great Bend).



they had to run 2200 feet of hose to reach the building and then the pressure was so wesk
that nothing could be accomplished except to keep the flying embers from doing other
damage to the neighboring houses. The fire boys and the neighbors by hard work were
ableto save apart of the contents, but the house, which was atwo-sory eight room
structure, was entirely destroyed, together with an adjoining kitchen and wash house. $60
in cash which wasin the house was a0 saved. There was about $1500 insurance on the
place.

"The Mischeauix family is one of the highly respected colored families of the
community; had afine home and their losswill be considerable™™

Just over aweek later, May 12, the family was devagtated by news from Pueblo,
ggolradoé thet their young daughter, Vestrice, had been shot by ajeslous suitor®. She died six

slater™.

Bdl never fully recovered from thetragic loss of her beloved daughter and died December
21,1918, a the home on North Washington Street in Great Bend, to which the family had moved
following the fire. A loca newspaper paid tribute to her memory with this obituery:

"The death of Mrs. C.S. Michaux, colored, occurred Saturday night &t the
family homeon North Washington Street, following asecond sroke of pardyss. She was
drickenfirg last May and had sSince been an invdid and only able to be out of bed apart
of thetime. She was afine woman and good mother and her desth will be regretted by
many who knew her gerling qudities. She leaves a hushand and five daughters and four
sons. The sons are Swan of Hutchinson, Will of Chicago, Finis of Newport News (in the
navy), and Oscar of Soux City, lowa. The latter isawriter and the Literary Digest
recently carried an article about one of his books. The daughters are Mrs. |da Payne of
Pueblo, Mrs. Maude Pritchard of Cdifornia, and Mrs. Gertrude Cravens, Mrs. Olive
Robinson and Mrs. Ethd Wilson of thiscity. Mrs. JA. Michaux isacousn. Mrs. Michaux
was born in Kentucky and married there. She and her husband first moved to lllinoisand
about 17 years ago located in this city.

"Mrs. Bele Williamham Michaux was born in Graves county, Kentucky, June
11, 1856, and was married to C.S. Michaux in Metropalis, llls, Jan. 7, 1872. To the
union eeven children were born, five boys and 9x girls, of whom nine are dill living. They
are Mrs. IdaPayne, of Pueblo, Colo., William Owen Michaux, of Chicago, llIs.,, Sergt.
F. Michaux, of Newport News, Va., Oscar Michaux, Chicago, llls., Mrs. Maude
Pritchette, Los Angeles, Cdif., Mrs. Olive Robinson, Mrs. Ethd Wilson, and Mrs.
Gertrude Cravens, of this dity, and Swan Michaux, of Hutchinson.

"Mrs Michaux united with the Methodist church when she was twelve years
of age and lived afathful chridian life, and & the time of her deeth was a member of the
Stewardess Board of thelocal church.

"Funerd serviceswill be hed a the A.M.E. church tomorrow afternoon at 2
odock and interment made in the local cemetery.”’

C.S. aurvived hiswife by severd years and died January 24, 1932, asreported by the
locd press.

*'Home Burned ThisMorning," Barton County Democrat, Monday, May 3, 1915.

*"Girl May Die" The Great Bend Tribune, Thursday, May 13, 1915.

*"Girl Died Last Night," The Great Bend Tribune, Wednesday, May 19, 1915, and "Bestrice
Micheaux Dies" Bartan County Demacrat, Wednesday, May 19, 1915.

*"Mrs. C.S. Michaux," The Great Bend Tribune, Monday, December 23, 1918.



"The desth of Swan Michaux, one of the older colored men of Great Bend,

occurred Sunday morning at the home of his daughter, Mrs. E. Wilson, on north
Washington. He had suffered a paraytic sroke some time ago, and though he hed
recovered sufficiently to be able to get about town, he had been failing Seedily of late
months and the last two weeks had been confined to his bed.

"Mr. Michaux was a hardworking, industrious man, and agood citizen. He

was the father of alarge family, and he had the joy in hislate years of knowing thet each
son and daughter had received a good education, and were successful, prudent and
sving.

brot

"Hiswife died severd years ago. Heis survived by the children, and by a
her who livesin Great Bend besides other rdatives and friends. His oldest daughter,

who livesin Denver will be herefor thefunerd. Two daughtersin Cdiforniawill be unabdle
to come, one of them being Sck, and the other unable to leave her pogtion.

"A sonin New Y ork, who visted here last summer will dso be unableto

come because of hiswork.

"Funerd services will be held Wednesday afternoon at 2:30 o'dock a the

A.M.E. church and burid will be madein the Great Bend cemetery.'*

Cdvin Swanand Bdl (Gough) Michaux were the parents of deven known children:

6+ i IDA MICHAUX (1876-1957)
7+ ii.  WILLIAM OWEN MICHAUX (1878-1924)
8+ ii.  LAWRENCE MICHAUX (1879-1898)

o+ V. FINISMICHAUX (1882-1948)

10+ . OSCAR MICHEAUX (1884-1951)

11+ i MAUDE MICHAUX (1886-1967)

12+ Vil OLIVEM. MICHAUX (1889-1957)

13+ wii. ETHEL MICHAUX (1890-1974)

14+  ix VEATRICE MICHAUX (1892-1915)

15+ X GERTRUDE MICHAUX (1893-1973)

16+ xi SWAN MICHEAUX (1895-1975)

2. William P. Michaux, second known son of David and Mdvina Michaux, was born

May 28, 1849%, presumably in Calloway County, Kentucky. As mentioned above, he and his
mother cameto Kansasas"Exodugters' inthelate 1870s. He obtained property in North Seward
Township, Safford County, Kansas, ™ which hefarmed, and dso ahomein nearby Great Bend.**

Stated:

He died suddenly at his home in Stafford County, September 18, 1900. A brief obituary

38"st

Michaux Dead," The Great Bend Tribune, Monday, January 25, 1932.

*Tombstone of William P. Michaux, Lot A-5-1, Eden Vdley Cemetery, Stafford County,

Kansss.
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(Chicago: Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1904), pp. 11, 13.

Standard Atlas of Stafford County, Kansas
“Barton County, Kansas, Deeds, Book F, p. 242 (Lot 12, Block 53, Origind Town Ra, City

of Great Bend).


http://shorock.com/arts/micheaux/kin/gertrude.html

"William Micheaux, of north Stafford county died at his home on Tuesday,
September 18, 1900, at 2 0 clock in the afternoon. The deceased was a bachelor, aged
about 50 years, and had agood home, in which he kept his mother. He was sick only
about aweek, with pneumonia. His burid was in Eden cemetry Wednesday afternoon.
He was a colored gentleman, hlghly respected by dl hisneighbors, and dl have akind
word for him, and his aged mother**

3. Harriette Michaux was born in 1854™, probably in Cdloway County, Kentucky,
and was married to Napoleon Roblnson on Decermber 27, 1869, in Massac County, lllinois.
He was also born in Kentucky in 1846, probably in the area of Paducah, McCracken County,
whichisjug across the Ohio River from Massac County, lllinois.

The Robinsons cameto Kansasin thelate 1870sand settled in North Seward Township,
Stafford County, purchasing property there and aso in Byron Township.*® Napoleon died
unexpectedly November 8, 1909, while on avisit to Topeka A Great Bend newspaper reported:

"The many friends of Ngpoleon Robinson, an esteemed colored citizen of
Seward county were shocked to hear of his sudden deeth which had occurred a Topeka
on Monday, where he was visting. Hewas getting dong in years, but had been activeright
adong, and feding very wdll. The body was brought to this city Wednesday morning,
interment being made in Eden Valey cemetery on Thursday. Mr. Robinson was aman
who waswell liked by al. He was a hard working man who had amassed quite a bit of
property, which he was dways turning in the interests of promoting the welfare of his
family, educatlordly, aswdl asotherwise Heis survived by awidow, eight sonsand one
daughter.”’

Hiswidow, Harriette, passed away December 8, 1921, during a bout with pneumonia

"Mrs. Ngpoleon Robinson, one of the early day and well-known colored
resdents of the south Sde, died at the family home twelve miles southeest of thisaity at
3 odock thismorning, death being due to pneumonia

"Sheleavesto mourn her desth, two daughters and seven sons, two brothers,
C.S. Micheaux of thiscity, and A.J. Micheaux, of thesnuth Sde, besides other rdatives
and friends. No funera arrangements have been made*®

Thefollowing day, the newspaper reported funerd arrangements:
"The funerd of Mrs. Napoleon Robinson will be held Sunday morning a 11

o clock, December 10, a the resdence twelve miles south, burid in the Eden Vdley
cemetery. Rev. SB. Anderson of the A.M.E. of thiscity will conduct the service. Shewas

“"Death of Wm. Micheaux," The Barton County Beacon Friday, September 21, 1900.
“Tombstone of Harriette Robinson, Lot A-14-2, Eden Valey Cemetery, Stafford County,
Kanses.

*“Massac County, lllinois, Marriages, LicenseNo. 2439. (N.B.: The"lllinois Satewide Marriage
Index 1763-1900" maintained by the Illinois State Archives indexes the bride's name as Harriet
Mishew.)

“Tombstone of Napoleon Robinson, Lot A-14-3, Eden Vdley Cemetery, Stafford County,
Kansas.

“Standard Atlasof Stafford County, Kansas (Chicago: Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1904), pp. 11, 13.
“""Ngpoleon Robinson,”" Barton Caounty Demacrat, Friday, November 12, 1909,

*"Mrs. Ngpoleon Robinson," The Grest Bend Tribune, Thursday, December 8, 1921.



afaithful member of this church.®
According to the 1900 U.S. Census™, Napoleon and Harriette (Michaux) Robinson were
the parents of thirteen children, ten of whom wereliving a thet time. These were:

. MAMIE (ROBINSON) POPE (1871-1953).
i.  EVALINA (ROBINSON) DOWNEY (1875 ).
i.  NELLIE ROBINSON (1877- ).
iv.  EDWARD WINFRED ROBINSON (1880- ).
V.  ARTHURROBINSON (1882- ).
i.  FRANK ROBINSON (1883-1966).
vi.  HARLEY W. ROBINSON (1886-1965).
vii.  WILLIAM ROBINSON (1888 ).
ix.  EARL ROBINSON (1891-1945).
x.  JESSIE ROBINSON (1892 ).

4. Edward W. Michaux isthe"mysery man" of thisfamily. According to the 1870 U.S.
Census™ of Massac County, Illinais, where he was listed in the household of his mother and
step-father, he was born about 1857 in Kentucky. Papers™ passed down from his younger
brother, Andrew J. Michaux, include aletter dated December 3, 1910, from the Republic of
Liberia inwhich E.E. Show natified the family that " ... Mr. EW. Micheaux is dead. He departed
hislife on the 26th day of October 1910." It was noted that further information could be obtained
from the Editor of the African League, who was the adminigrator of hiswill. Accountsin the
probate file of Edward's mother's estate™ do show entries for monies received from Edward's
edtate, aswell as apayment of $10 to Mrs. E.E. Snow for acopy of hiswill.

5. AndreN Jackson Michaux was born February 17, 1859, |n Cdloway County,
Kentucky,> and, according to his obituaries, came to Kansasin 1883.>° He pre-empted a
homestead claim in Comanche Township, Barton County, Kansas, *° and built up extensive
agriculturd interestsin both Barton and Stafford Counties. Numerousinvesmentsin bonds, banks
and locd companies probably contributed to peopleda:nhn?g him astherichest Negro in
K ansas and banker to the black conmunity. Probate records’™ also prove that A.J. was one of the
backers of Oscar'sfilm company, owning 50 sharesin the Micheaux Film Corp., "appraised vdue

“"Funerd of Mrs. Robinson," The Great Bend Tribune, Friday, December 9, 1921.

1900 U.S. Census, Stafford County, Kansas, population schedule, Seward Township, page
328, dwelling 68, farmily 68 (N. Robinson household); NARA micropublication T623, roll 501.
*1870 U.S. Census, M assac County, Illinois, population schedule, Twp. 15 South, Range 5 East
of the 3rd PM., page 272, dwedlling 210, family 210 (Nelson Metlock household); NARA
micropublication M593, roll 255.

*?Family papersin the possession of the heirs of Pauline (Robinson) Harris

*Barton County, Kansas, Probate Records, Case No. 1789.

*" Andrew Jackson Michaux,” The Great Bend Tribune, Friday, January 16, 1942

*Ibid., and "Andrew Michaux Deed," The Grea Bend Tribune, Monday, January 12, 1942.
*Barton County, Kansas, Homestead Patents, Book U, p. 427, Homestead Certificate 5465,
Application Number 8062.

*‘Barton County, Kansas, Probate Records, Case No. 4412.
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none" a thetime of hisdeathin 1942.

A.J. was the father of two childrer?®, mother unknown: Nellie Bly (Michaux) Johnson™
and Fred D. Michaux. On May 29, 1899%, in Barton County, Kansas, he married Lillie A.
(Smith) Robinson, acousin of hissger-inlaw, Bdl (Gough) Michaux. This marriage produced
no children, dthough she had a son, James Menloe Robinson, ., from aprior marriage. In The
Conquest™, on page 174, Oscar Micheaux related a surprise visit from his cousin, Menloe.

Upon his death in 1942, the Great Bend newspaper eulogized A.J. Michaux:

"Andrew Jackson Michaix (c) was born February 17, 1859 in Calloway
county, Kentucky, the son of David and MevinaMichaux. At the dose of the Civil War,
he moved with his mother to Massac county, 11linois where he grew to young manhood.

"In 1883 he came to Kansas and pre-empted adam in southeest Barton
county, and later hewas united in marriageto Lillie Robinson May 29, 1899. No children
were born to thisunion. In 1901, he moved to Grest Bend which has snce been hishome.
He departed this life January 10, 1942 at the age of 82 years, 10 months and 24 days.
Heleavesto mourn hisloss, hiswife, Mrs. Lillie Michaux and severd niecesand nephews.

"Funerd serviceswere hdd January 14é 1942 & 2 0 dock from the Cook
& Weber Mortuary, Elder C.G. Hanna officiated.®

Hiswidow, Lillie A. (Smith) Robinson Michaux died April 12, 1948% leaving her estate
to her granddaughter and sole heir, Pauline (Robinson) Harris, East Maling, Illinois

Although A.J's obituary does not mention his son and daughter, the etate records
mentioned above clearly show that he was the father of two surviving children:

I NELLIEBLY (MICHAUX) JOHNSON (1889-1969).
i, FRED D. MICHAUX (1891-1952).
THIRD GENERATION: OSCAR MICHEAUX AND HISS BLINGS

6. |[da Michaux, Oscar's oldest Ster, was born in Massac County, Illinois, about
1876*, according to census records. However, Cdifornia desth records’ give her date of birth
as February 28, 1892, and her deeth in Los Angeles County, Cdifornia, on August 6, 1957. She
and her husband L.S. (or L.G.) Payne had previoudy lived in Pueblo and Denver, Colorado.

InThe Conquest, Oscar mentioned that " After my oldest Sster graduated she went away

*Ibid.

*Desth Record of Néllie B. Johnson, "Cdifornia Deaths 1940-1997," The Cdifornia Department
of Hedth Servi ces, Office of Hedlth Information and Research, Vitd Statigtics Section (electronic
edition avallable for research a wanncroatsneh.com). (N.B.: Thisrecord sates that Nelli€'s
mother's maden name was Brown.)

®Barton County, Kansas, Marriages, Book C, p. 390.

*Micheaux, op. cit., p. 174.

*2' Andrew Jackson Michaux," The Great Bend Tribune, Friday, January 16, 1942,

*Barton County, Kansas, Probate Records, Case No. 5634.

*1880 U.S. Census, Massac County, lllinais, population schedule, Brooklyn Precinct, page 91,
dwdling 438, family 438 (Swan Misher household), NARA micropublication T9, roll 235.
*Death Record of 1da M. Payne, "Cdifornia Deaths 1940-1997," loc. cit.
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toteach ... and later recounts avisit he made to her on hisway to Chicago®”.

7. William Owen Michaux was born in Massac County, lllindis, in 1878% and
preceded Oscar to Chicago. According toThe Conquest, " ... my oldest brother quit school and
went to anear- by town and became atable waiter, much to the dissatisfaction of my mother, who
aways dedared emphaticaly that she wanted none of her sons to become lackeys'® Upon
reaching Chicago, Oscar found himsdlf disgppointed in his big brother:

" ... He had been traveling asawaiter on an eastern rallroad dining car, but in
afit of independence-- which had dways been characteridic of him -- had quit, and now
inmid-winter, wasout of ajob. Hewas not enthusiastic concerning my presenceinthecity
and | had found him broke, but with alot of fine dothes and adiamond or two."™”

W.O. died with family membersin Greet Bend, Kansas, a the relatively young age of 47,
having becomeill in Kansss City:

"The death of W.O. Micheaux, colored, occurred this morning, from heart
trouble. Hewasason of C.S. Micheaux, of thiscity. He had been sick sincelast January,
andinaKansas City hospita, until about two weeks ago, when hissger, Olive Robinson
went there from Cdifornia, and his Sgter, Ethe Wilson here, brought him to this aity. At
firg it was thought there was some improvement in his condition, but he gradudly grew
weeker until the end came. Hewas unmarried and 47 years of age. No arrangements had
been made for the funeral a noon."”*

A later report indicated that the funeral was held Wednesday, June 18th, from his Sger
Olive's house a 1620 Mortor'>,

8. Lawrence Michaux was born about 1879 in Massac County, lllinois, and appears
aged one year on the 1880 census there”™. Recordsin the I1linois State Archives show that he
enliged asaprivate in Company C, 8th Illinois Infantry, for service in the Spanisr American
War'. In The Conquest, readers learned of hisfate:

"When the Spanish American War broke out the two brothers above me
enlisted with a company of other patriotic young fellows and were taken to Springfied to
gointo camp. At Springfield their company was disbanded and those of the company that
wished to go on were accepted into other companies, and those that desired to go home
were permitted to do s0.The younger of the two brothers returned home by freight; the
other joined a Chicago company and was sent to Santiago and later to San Luis DeCuba,
where he died with typhoid pneumonia. ™

*Micheaux, op. cit., p. 13.

*Micheaux, op. cit., pp. 22-23.

*Tombstone of W.O. Michaux, Great Bend (formerly Woodlawn) Cemetery, Great Bend,
Barton County, Kansas.

*Micheaux, op. cit,, p. 13.

Micheaux, op. cit., pp. 24-25.

W.O. Michaux Died Today," The Great Bend Tribune, Monday, June 16, 1924.
"*'"Micheaux Funerd," The Great Bend Tribune, Tuesday, June 17, 1924.

#1880 U.S. Census, Massac County, llinois, populaion schedule, Brooklyn Precinct, page 91,
dwdling 438, family 438 (Swan Misher household), NARA micropublication T9, roll 235.
“"llinois Spanish American War Veterans Database,” 1llinois State Archives (dectronic edition

avallable for research at v cyberdriveillinois.com).
Micheaux, op. cit., p. 13.
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Thisis confirmed from family papers, which pinpoint Lawrence's deeth as occurring on
October 14, 1898".

9. FinisMichaux, as noted above, went with his brother Lawrence to enligt for the
SpanishrAmerican War, but came home when their company dishanded. He later enlisted in the
United States Army and wasin thesarwoewhen his mother died in 1918. According to the
records of the Los Angeles Nationd Cemetery”’, he served asa Private First Classin Company
A, 404th Sgnd Battdion. Both the cemeterydedlfornladeeth records’® show that he was
bom January 22, 1882, in lllinois and died November 26, 1948 in Los Angeles County,
Cdifornia

10. Oscar Micheaux was born January 2, 1884, in Massac County, Illinois, and died
March 25, 1951%, in Charlotte, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. He married Orleen E.
McCracken on April 21, 1910%, a Chicago, Cook County, lllinois The story of their ill-fated
marri wasrecountedbyOscatheConqust Shewaskilled by arunaway horsein Chicago
in1917%. On March 20, 1926%, Oscar married Alice Burton Russdl| & Montdair, Essex Courty,
New Jersey. She was born June 30, 1892*, a Maxton, Robeson County, North Carolina, and
died in December 1984% in New Rochelle, Westcheﬂer County, New York. Since aplethora
of biographicd information by numerous authors has been written about Oscar's life and
relaionships, this section Smply dates the confirmed genedogicd facts of hislife.

11. MaudeMichaux was born 1 September 1886 i in Massac County, Illinois, and died
inJuly 1967 a LosAngeles, Las Angeles County, Cdifornia®. At the present time, nothing more
isknown about Maude, other than that her married name was Pritchette.

12. Olive M. Michaux was born a Metropalis, Massac County [llinois, May 7, 1889
and died September 5, 1957, in Los Angeles County, Cdifornia®’. After she graduated from
Great Bend High Schoal, Great Bend, Kansss, in 19098 her brother Oscar persuaded her tojoin

Family papersin the possession of the heirs of Pauline (Robinson) Harris
"Los Angdes Nationd Cemetery, Los Angdles, Los Angdles County, Cdifornia, Plot 144 R-B
5 (electronic edition avalable for research a wawinterment net).
"*Desth Record of Finis Michaux, "Cdifornia Deaths 1940-1997," loc. cit.
“Certificate of Death for Oscar Micheaux, North Carolina State Board of Hedlth, Bureau of Vita
8Sotati dics, Regidrar's Certificate No. 394.

Ibid.
#Cook County, Illinois, Marriages, License No. 532535.
%" Pagtor's Daughter Killed by Runaway Horse™" Chicago Defender, Saturday, August 18, 1917,
cited by Pearl Bowser and Louise Spence, Writing Himsalf into Histony: Oscar Micheaux, His
Slent Hims, and His Audiences (New Brunswick and London: Rutgers University Press, 2000),
p. 255, note 30.
“Certificate of Marriage for Oscar Micheaux and Alice Burton Russdll, New Jersey Bureau of
Vitd Statistics, Certificate No. 292 (located by Prof. Richard Grupenhoff).
“Ibid.
*Socid Security Desgth Index (eectronic edition available for research at wanrootsweh.com).

%l bid.
87Deeth Record of Olive M. Wlse "Cdlfornla Desths 1940-1997," loc. cit.
A . 3 (Norfalk, VA: Bernard C. Harris

PubllshlngCo Inc., 1997) p. 201.
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himin hishomegteading efforts on the Rossbud in South Dakota. There she obtained aland patent
for 160 acresin Tripp County”, as had her grandmother, Louisa Gough. She returned to Grest
Bend and lived a 1620 Morton (the house deeded to her and her firgt husband by Mdvina
Michaux) for anumber of years before moving to Los Angeles. Her first husband was her
cousin, Frank Robinson, to whom she was married May 30, 1910, a Kansas City, Missouri®.
Hewasborn December 29, 1883, in Safford Coungy K ansas, the son of Ngpoleon and Harriette
(Michaux) Robinson, and died February 21, 1966, at Great Bend, Barton County, Kansas.
They were divorced in 1929%. Her second marriage to wasto aWise.

13. Ethd Michaux was born August 6, 1890, at Metropolis, Massac County, Illinois,
and died July 1, 1974, a Pasadena, Los Angeles County, California®. She lived in Grest Bend,
Kansas, from 1901 until 1956, graduating from Great Bend High School in 1909%. In 1918 she
married Elic "Ex" Wilson, who died in Great Bend January 4, 1948, at the age of 62 years, 11
months and 12 days™. Ethel'sobituary in The Great Bend Tribune stated:

"Mrs. Ethel Michaux Wilson, 83, died Monday a Pasadena, Cdif. Shewas
born August 6, 1890, in Metropalis, 11l., and married Elic Wilsonin 1918 who preceded
her in deeth in 1930. She haslived in Great Bend since 1901, and Pasadena, Cdif., Snce
1956.

"Survivors are one daughter, Mrs. Verna L. Crowe, Pasadena, Cdlif.; and
two grandsons.

"Themusicfunerd sarviceswill beat 10 am. Friday at the Cook and Weber
funerd homewith Rev. David White officiating. Burid will beinthe Great Bend Cemetery.
Friendsmay cdl a the funerd home from 9-10 am. Friday morning."*’

14. Veatrice M. Michaux's gory isatragic one. She was born in Massac County,
lllinois, in 1892% and graduated from Great Bend High School in 1910, In May of 1915, she
wasVvigting her oldest sgter, 1da(Michaux) Payne, who then lived in Pueblo, Colorado, when she
was shot by ajed oussuitor and died on the 18th of that month. The Great Bend Tribune reprinted
a Pueblo newspaper account of the incident, which is excerpted here:

"Bestrice Micheaux, the young colored woman who was shot through the
abdoment the night of May 11 by Arthur Norman, ajedlous suitor, died lagt night at S
Mary's hospital.

"She was 22 years old and was visting her sgter, Mrs. L.G. Payne, 1623

*Bureau of Land Management, Accession/Serid No. 305981, BLM Serid No. SDGGY
0004658, South Dakota, Gregory Land Office, issued December 19, 1912.

“Barton County, Kansas, Deeds, Book 46, p. 599.

*Barton County, Kansas, Divorces, Case No. 12087.

*"Frank Robinson," The Great Bend Tribune, Tuesday, February 22, 1966.

*Barton County, Kansas, Divorces, Case No. 12087.

“Death Record of Ethd M. Wilson, "Cdifornia Desths 1940-1997," loc. cit., and Socid Security
Desth Index, loc. cit.

*Great Bend High School Alumni Directory, 1888 to 1997, loc. cit.

*"Elic (Ex) Wilson Diesa S. Rose Hospitd," The Great Bend Tribune, Monday, January 5,
1948.

*"Mrs. Ethe Michaux Wilson," The Great Bend Tribune, Tuesday, July 2, 1974.
*Gough-Micheaux Tombstone, Great Bend (formerly Woodlawn) Cemetery, Great Bend,
Barton County, Kansas.

*Greet Bend High School Alumni Directory, 1888 t0 1997, loc. cit.
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Berkley avenue. Her homewasin Great Bend, Kansas. Norman had been attentive to the
young woman but hisinterest in her was not encouraged by Miss Micheaux. On the night
of the shooting Norman had endeavored to meke a"date’ to cal on Miss Micheau, but
was unsuccessful. He came to the Payne home, however, judt in time to see Miss
Micheaux and Clyde Baker, acolored sted worker, leaving the house. Normean followed
them. When they returned from attending a downtown picture show Norman sorang from
bushes near the door of the Payne house and shot her down and then fired four shots at
theflesing Baker without effect, the woman said. MissMicheaux wastaken to the hospital
immediately. Whileit is evident thet the bullet had penetraied avita portion of the body,
she showed signs of improvement and her recovery was considered probably. Aninquest
will be held today by Coroner Taylor."*®
Veatrice's body was returned to Greet Bend™* for burid in the lot where her materndl
grandparents, the Goughs, were buried.

15. Gertrude E. Michaux was born in Massac County, lllinois, November 25, 1893
and died November 21, 1973, a Inglewood, Los Angeles County, California™”. She graduated
from Grest Bend High Schodl in 1914'®, On June 15, 1914, she was married a Great Bend
to Gus Cravens. She later married J. Britton Sms.

16. Swan Emer son Micheaux was born in Metropolis, Massac County, lllinois,
October 3, 1895, and died in Great Bend, Barton County, Kansas, July 6, 1975'*, having been
apatient a aloca nurang homefor sometime. His marriage to Inez Johnson on July 12, 1916,
a Hutchinson, Reno County, Kansas, ended in divorcein 1947, Inez was born in 1892 and
died April 15, 1963, with burid in Fairlavn Cemetery, Hutchinson, Kansas'”".

Theextremdy brief ohituary published in The Great Bend Tribune leaves many questions
about Swan unanswered:

"Swan Micheaux, 79, died Sunday a the Centrd Kansas Medicd Center,
Great Bend. Bornin lll., hemarried Inez Johnson. He lived most of hislifein Great Bend.
"Surviving him is his daughter, Ludile Micheaux of Cdifornia
"Funerd serviceswill be at 2 p.m., Wednesday, at the Cook and Weber
Funerd Homewith Rev. John Augmen offidating. Burid will bein the Greet Bend
Cemetery. Friends may call until service time a the funeral home™®
As documented by many reseerchersinto the workings of Oscar Micheaux and hisfilm
and book companies, Svan Micheaux worked withhis brother for about eight years (1919 to
1927). Soon after Oscar'smarriageto Alice Burton Russell, Swan left and for ayear was manager
of imported filmsfor the New Y ork City offices of the German Agfu Raiv Flm Corporation. Next,

"Jory of Murder: No Arrest Yet," The Great Bend Tribune, Thursday, May 20, 1915.
"Funerd of Miss Micheaux," The Great Bend Tribune, Thursday, May 20, 1915.
?Death Record of Gertrude E. Sms, "Cdifornia Deaths 1940-1997," |oc. cit.,, and Socid
Security Death Index, loc. cit.

“Great Bend High School Alumni Directory, 1888 to 1997, p. 202.

*“Barton County, Kansas, Marriages, Book F, p. 364.

*Socid Security Desth Index, loc. cit.

®Barton County, Kansas, Divorces, Case No. 16531.

Reno County Genedlogica Society, Cemetery Records of Reno County, Kansas, 1865-1978
(North Newton, KS: Mennonite Press, Inc., 1980), p. 243.

" gyvan Micheaux," The Great Bend Tribune, Tuesday, July 8, 1975.
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he becameVicePresident and Generd Manager of Dunbar FIm Corporation in New Y ork City.
Hewould aso meke amoderatdy successful film of hisown caled Midnight Ace His later years
in Greet Bend were spent asahandyman. Hisremainsrest besidethose of hisbrother Oscar in the
Great Bend Cemetery.

AFTERWORD

Where does this quest lead next? Currently, the dave schedules of the 1850 and 1860
U.S. Censuses for Cdloway and Graves County, Kentucky, are being examined. These
schedules do not list the daves by name, but by age, sex and color. This data, however, may
provide leads and help identify or diminate other possihilities. For ingance, in Caloway County,
where Oscar Micheaux's father, uncles and aunt were reported to have been born, therewasa
white Micheaux/Michaux family which did own daves and which probably migrated from
Powhatan County, Virginia. Also of interest isadaveholding family therewith the surname Swann
(Oscar'sfather and brother both bore the given name Swan), who came there from North
Carolina. Examination of other legd records regarding these white families might provide
information on the daves they owned.

Also of help-- or hindrance-- isinformation provided to censustekersby the family itsdf.
Oscar's paternd grandmother, Mevina, congstently told census takersthat shewasbornin
Alabamaand that both of her parentswere born in Virginia Her son, William P. Michaux, dso
congdently had hisfather's birthplace listed on censuses as North Caroling, Hissiblings, however,
gave other answersto thet question, induding Kentucky, Mississippi and Virginia

Aswiththe higory of any American family, itissmply acontinuing effort to tekethe pieces
of the jigsaw puzzle out of the box, put them on the table and assemble a picture. Some of the

pieces may be log, only to be found again; others may never be found. But, sooner or later, we
will be able to identify the picture.

Karen P. Neuforth, December 29, 2001



